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Passing the Baton!

We (Jonathan and Karin) arrived in Seattle in early
May and are here to stay. We will now be based in
Seattle and are transitioning to working for Viva Bo-
livia solely as volunteers. Juan and Roxana will con-
tinue to run the VB office in Bolivia. In addition, our
Treasurer, Kristi, who has been serving completely
on a volunteer basis, will now be receiving a small
salary as she takes on more of the daily duties that
Jonathan was handling from Bolivia.

So, just in case you
are wondering what
lies ahead for VB, the
future 1s brighter than
ever! And your finan-
cial support is critical
to our continued suc-
cess. These are going
to be challenging days
for the VB Bolivia
staff as they assume
the full responsibility
of identifying grant
recipients, distribut-
ing grant funds and
monitoring and re-
porting on the grants.
They are also running
Viva Bolivia Produc-
tos y Servicios SRL (VBPS). It is through VBPS that
we are continuing to provide reduced-fee consulting
services (accounting, legal and export assistance) to
churches, missions, children’s homes and other min-
istries and small businesses operating in Bolivia.

Right to left: Juan, Roxana and
her daughters say goodbye to Jon
and Karin at the bus station.

While Karin and Jonathan will not be taking a salary
as of the end of June, funds are still needed to help
with grants and with the costs of operating an office
in Bolivia. We are in need of a third person for the
VB office and have more requests for grants than we
have funds — so now more than ever, your support is
critical.

From the beginning we dreamed about developing
Bolivian leaders who could take over the work we

were doing. Our goal has always been to “teach
people to fish” rather than just “hand out fish.” To-
day, with Juan and Roxana running the VB office in
Bolivia, that dream is a reality!

However, without the support of our families,
churches and friends we would not have achieved
this dream. So, let’s take a look back to see where we
have been and a look ahead to see what the future
holds!

Looking Back

Have you ever been between jobs? If so, you know
that nothing provides hope for the future like having
meaningful work! Over the past six years VB has
helped provide more than 17,000 hours of skill-based,
fair-wage work to some of the neediest people in Bo-
livia. While work in and of itself has value, this work
has also come with pastoral care, counseling, Bible
studies and love. These are things that can be diffi-
cult for a government program to offer — and we be-
lieve these components make all the difference.

We have also provided more than 1600 hours of pro-
fessional consulting services to more than 20 key or-
ganizations, small businesses, churches and missions
working to serve the Bolivian people. From helping
children’s homes to setting the foundation for the
Cochabamba International Church (a ministry center
in its own right), we have made a powerful differ-
ence. We have protected the future of these organiza-

Bolivia Trivia

In Cochabamba, Bolivia, you can buy fresh-squeezed
orange juice on the street. About how much does a
glass of this orange juice cost (in US dollars)?

A. 10 cents
B. 25 cents
C. 50 cents
D. One dollar

(See page two for the answer.)
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tions and helped to make them sustainable. Viva Bo-
livia has also impacted numerous lives on an individ-
ual basis. Families have been built up, relationships
preserved and the good news of the gospel has been
shared in a tangible, God-honoring way.

Looking Ahead

Viva Bolivia and VBPS are well positioned to con-
tinue this work and to build on the good foundation
we have built together. Through income produced by
Café Yungas Bolivia and the consulting services,
VBPS is now covering more than 50% of the costs of
running the VB Bolivia office (such as rent, utilities,
staff salaries and office supplies)! Because of that,
when you give, we are able to pass on more of your
gift directly to grant recipients and the organizations
serving Bolivia!

Every organization world wide has a certain level of
overhead (office space, administration, etc.). How-
ever, by working together with VBPS, Viva Bolivia is
able to be increase its efficiency. In addition, through
VBPS we are able to offer services and provide much-
needed solutions, at a reasonable cost, for organiza-
tions serving in Bolivia who need in-country help
with accounting, legal and export issues.

Viva Bolivia Still Needs Your Support!

Even though Karin and Jonathan are now based in
Seattle, the work of Viva Bolivia continues! And this
ministry still needs your support. Now for the top 10
reasons why you should continue (or start!) giving to
Viva Bolivia:

10. Bolivia remains the poorest nation in
South America and desperately needs outside
financial assistance.

9. Viva Bolivia is now 100% locally operated
by Bolivian leadership—Bolivians who know
how valuable outside assistance can be from
personal experience!

8. Jonathan and Karin are continuing with
Viva Bolivia but will be based in the US (on a
100% volunteer basis as of July 1, 2008).

7. Your gifts to Viva Bolivia continue to be
tax-deductible.

6. 100% of our US Board members not only
volunteer their time, but also support Viva
Bolivia financially. We put our money where
our heart is.

5. We report our activities to the IRS (990
Form), the Washington Secretary of State
and to GuideStar. Your funds are being well-
managed. (You can request any of these re-
ports, at no charge to you, by simply sending
us a request via email.)

4. Viva Bolivia is made more efficient by its
partnership with VBPS. We have come this
far—let’s not drop the ball at this critical
moment!

Casa de Amor kids enjoying a tasty watermelon snack

3. The Cochabamba International Church,
Casa de Amor Children’s Home, FreeHands
Prison Ministry, Valle Hermoso Children’s
Home and all the other organizations who de-
pend on Viva Bolivia continue their work in
Bolivia.

2. Changed lives—dJuan, Alexandra, Jennifer,
Giovana, Suzanne, Victor, Fatima, Graham,
Roxana, Rosa, Ivan, Miriam, Daniely, Maria
Jose and the many others who we assist and
support in Bolivia!

1. James 1:27

With your help we can continue to develop leaders for
today and bring hope for tomorrow to many people in
Bolivia. Please join us in generously supporting this
ministry. Send checks to: Viva Bolivia, PO Box 1505,
Edmonds, WA 98020. You can also give online via
our Web site: www.vivabolivia.org.

Bolivia Trivia Answer:
B. 25 cents B

Editor’s Note: Orange juice
carts are a common sight on
the streets of Cochabamba.
In this photo, a woman sits
while waiting for customers
in a downtown plaza.




